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An independent study requires a paper of at least 15 pages plus formal bibliography (exceptions, such as
for creative work, oral history collection, etc., must be approved in advance by the Undergraduate
Coordinator for Women's Studies). You should plan out your work with a faculty member (usually
someone whose class you have taken and done well in) who has expertise in the field and can supervise
it; the extent to which you have contact with your supervisor is for the two of you to decide. On a
separate piece of paper, give a brief overview of the topic(s) your independent study will address and
how you will go about studying them (will you read published writings, do data collection and analysis,
create original art work, etc). Explain how the independent study relates to past course work or
internships you have done, and why you believe it is worthy of academic credit. Finally, list at least five
sources (books, articles, films, etc.) that you plan to use in the course of the study. Bring this proposal,
and this form with your supervisor’s signature, to the Undergraduate Coordinator in Women’s Studies at
the start of the term, and she will enroll you in the class.
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